
 

Dear Durham Elementary Families -- 
 
Before heading into Winter Break, I wanted to provide you an update on both our upcoming bond work and the project at neighboring Durham 
Education Center. It will be an exciting year ahead and I want to make sure everyone is aware of what to expect in 2019. 

Durham Education Center - Extended Construction Schedule 

Construction remains ongoing on Durham Education Center’s new classroom and commons addition. Considerable progress has been made 
since groundbreaking at the beginning of this year: the building is approaching final stages with interior finish work beginning.  Unfortunately, 
time was lost in the schedule early on due to permitting delays, and construction labor shortages posed further challenges to keeping on 
schedule. The project was anticipated to be complete in time for occupancy over the winter break, however additional time is necessary to 
ensure the building is fully finished and meeting its energy performance targets before staff and students take residence. 

 

TS Gray is in close contact with District Staff and communicated that a Spring timeframe should be anticipated. They recognize the 
challenges the extended construction and shared use of the access drive to Durham Elementary poses to families and appreciate the patience 
extended. They shared plans to complete the parking lot in the next few weeks which should alleviate much of the congestion before classes 
resume on January 7. Additionally, as phases of work are completing, fewer trade crews will be onsite and which will decrease traffic. 

Durham Elementary School - Secure Vestibule Work for Summer 2019 

Following the completion Durham Center, we are all greatly anticipating the start of our own construction work this summer at Durham 
Elementary. For those that may be unfamiliar, work at our site will include: 

● New Main Office at the front of the school with secure vestibule entrance 
● Secure interior passageway from the gym into the main building 
● Card key locks on exterior doors 
● New Counseling Office and renovated Classroom in location of former Main Office 
● Secure passage from the exterior Gym entrance to main school building 

 



 

 

Project documents are being prepared for contractor bidding this winter, along with nearly identical work at Byrom and Mary Woodward 
Elementary Schools. Bridgeport celebrated ribbon cutting on their secure vestibule project’s completion in September (photos below). Their 
advanced timeline was due to receipt of a seismic grant, which required the project be completed within a year of receiving the grant. Some 
seismic work is incorporated into the scope of the Durham office remodel and the District applied for an additional round of grants that will be 
announced in April. Should Durham receive a grant, this work will be completed separately from our vestibule and office work. 

 

To plan ahead, upcoming communications will include: 

● Additional newsletter(s) and updates on both projects 
● Progress updates on the Bond website: bond.ttsdschools.org  

 
Should you have any questions on the Durham Education Center project and upcoming construction at our school, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me at 504.431.4500. 
 
All the best. 
Rhett Boudreau, Principal 
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